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Three Questions for Candidates for Office in 2022

With responses published for community leaders throughout your district

Please respond to these three questions at www.ncnonprofits.org/questionnaire-2022 or
send responses to David Heinen at dheinen@ncnonprofits.org or 919-877-8111 (fax). Thank
you.

Candidate Name Charles Lopez

District 50 Party Affiliation Republican
www.lopezfornc.com

Campaign website

1. Charitable nonprofits include groups like food banks, Habitat for Humanity, YMCAs,
community health centers, churches, synagogues, hospices, crisis assistance agencies,
school mentoring programs, hospitals, United Ways, community theatres, private schools
and colleges, museums, domestic violence agencies, medical research organizations, Meals
on Wheels, and child care centers.

Please tell us about your personal experiences with nonprofits. These may include
experiences with any organizations that have served you and/or fellow residents of your
community, or specific nonprofits for which you've served as a board member, staff person,
volunteer, or donor. How do these experiences shape your policy positions? (Limit: 300 words)

| have been a proud sponsor of the Durham Rescue Mission for many years. Additionally, this past year, my wife
and | started our own non-profit, the Charlie and Friends Foundation. This foundation is dedicated to serving
single moms, widows, and orphans in need in North Carolina. This issue is close to our hearts as we know
first-hand the work it takes to push past circumstances in order to support the family.

These experiences have shaped my policy positions because it has taught me to lead with the heart. There are
many issues cannot be resolved simple budget line-item. Additionally, there are many great organizations that are
fighting to make our communities better, and we should continue to support these organizations through public
funding, continued tax exemptions, and legislative engagement with the non-profit organizations.


http://www.ncnonprofits.org/questionnaire
mailto:dheinen@ncnonprofits.org

2. If elected, what would be your top three policy priorities? (Limit: 250 words)

My top three policy priorities are: 1) Education, working to promote public-private partnerships to build better
educational infrastructure; 2) Bringing vocational, trade training, and apprenticeship programs to our high school
students and into our community colleges; and 3) Improving the foster care and adoption programs and services

within the state.



3. The Center advocates on public policy issues that affect North Carolina’s nonprofit
sector and works with the NC General Assembly and North Carolina’s members of
Congress to develop laws and policies that save nonprofits time and money, help
nonprofits operate more effectively, and preserve the public’s trust in North
Carolina’s nonprofit sector. Our policy agenda includes:

e Ensuring that all 501(c)(3) nonprofits are fully exempt from federal, state, and local
taxes.

¢ Promoting new and expanded tax deductions and credits that encourage
individuals and businesses to give generously to support their communities
through the work of charitable nonprofits.

e Supporting policy solutions that will address the nonprofit workforce shortage,
including increased funding to support jobs in the nonprofit sector and investment
in accessible and affordable child care.

¢ Seeking solutions to long-standing challenges that nonprofits face when they
provide public services through government grants and contracts, including late
contracts, late payments, overly complicated application and reporting
requirements, and underpayment for indirect costs.

¢ Promoting laws that will help nonprofits and businesses alike to provide
affordable and high-quality health care and other benefits to their employees.

If elected, which of these policy goals would you support most enthusiastically, and why?
(Limit: 250 words)

The policy that | support most enthusiastically is promoting new and expanded tax deductions and credits that
encourage individuals and businesses to give generously to support their communities through the work of
charitable nonprofits. This would help nonprofit organizations in three ways: 1) it would encourage larger
donations for nonprofits to utilize; 2) Increased donations would help create increased revenue to address the
employee shortage faced by nonprofit organizations; and 3) This would also reduce the need for non-profits to
depend on overly complicated government funding mechanisms.



Thank you!

For more information about North Carolina’s nonprofit sector or policy issues that affect
nonprofits, please contact David Heinen, dheinen@ncnonprofits.org.
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